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Agenda

• Open Access Books: A Very Brief Introduction

• meson press: Scholar-led Open Access Multi-format Publishing

• Workflows: Conception, Production, Distribution

• Digital Distribution: From the Publisher to the Readers
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Open Access Books 

• Books are still an important format in the HSS („long argument“)

• Monographs, edited collections, conference proceedings, living books, experimental books

• Open Access: free of charge and reusable

• Gold and Green Route (self-archiving)

• Open licenses (Creative Commons)
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• Higher number of…

… views

… downloads (up to 7 x)

… mentions (up to 10 x) 

… citations (50-70 %)

• Higher diversity of users

Open Access Books: 
Some advantages over non-OA books and differences from journals

• Small and medium-sized

publishers

• Printed editions

• Different types of books

• Less standardized

processes

• Wide variance of costs
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meson press: scholar-led open access multi-format book publishing

Scholar-led

• Emerged from a research project and managed by scholars

• Focus on media studies and philosophy of technology

• Not profit oriented, but committed to fair and transparent OA

• Founding member of ScholarLed initiative

(Gold) Open Access

• No embargo periods

• Use of open licenses (standard: CC BY-SA)

• Dual model combining low BPCs & sales revenue

Multi-Format

• PDF, HTML, EPUB, Print-on-Demand

Books

• Monographs, edited collections, and living books (about 8 / year)
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Workflows

Conception Production Distribution

 Submission of proposals

 Editorial review

 Formats and features

 Offer and contract

 Peer review (double blind, 

single blind, open)

 Copy-editing

 Experiments with single-source 

publishing tools

 "Classic" workflow: Word 

templates & style guide (authors)

 InDesign import (via mappings), 

typesetting/layout (publisher)

 Proofreading

 Creation of print files, online 

PDFs (with active links, TOC, 

metadata editing) and, when

required, HTML or EPUB 

editions

 Dual publishing: 

Open Access & 

Print-on-Demand
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Distribution: From the publisher to the readers

• Persistent Identifiers (PID)

• ISBN (at format level: PDF, PoD, Epub, HTML), via German 

„Verzeichnis lieferbarer Bücher“

• DOI (at title level with link to website), via mEDRA

• Deposit of metadata & upload of publications

• Directory of available books (VLB)

• mEDRA (DOI)

• Publisher website (WordPress)

• Publisher repository with OAI-PMH interface (omeka)

• OAPEN Library (DSpace, via FTP upload) / DOAB

• Print-on-demand service providers (BoD, Lightning Source)

• Lower Saxony Online Archive (NOA)
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It‘s all about metadata
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The Future: Open metadata by Thoth
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Repositories as important intermediaries
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Where can books from meson press be found?

• Media/rep/ (277)

• DataCite/TIB (212)

• SSOAR (50)

• DOAB (49)

• Leuphana University: 

Research index FOX (32)

• meson press Repo (21)

• Goldsmiths Research Online 

(4)

• Westminster Research (4)

• …

• Zenodo (2)

Bielefeld Academic Search Engine…
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Where can books from meson press be found?

…library catalogues …
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Where can books from meson press be found?

… Google Scholar & Books …
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Where can books from meson press be found?

….academic social networks…
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Where can books from meson press be found?

…in (online) bookshops…
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Thank You!

Where can books from meson press be found?

…and soon also at the Open Book Collective!

Andreas Kirchner

Open Access Consultant

+49 7531 88-2918

andreas.kirchner@uni-konstanz.de

@andkirchner


